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Dear Chapel of the Cross,

We are in the season of Epiphany.
Have you had an Epiphany before?
I will bet you have. We use the word
to suggest we have a new or great
idea. The Magi, or Wisemen from
the East, had an Epiphany. They
saw a huge bright star in the sky and
knew something was new or
different. They checked their
records and found the Jewish
prophecies and knew that the
something new and different was
coming from the West — around the
city of Jerusalem. So they left
everything to see this Epiphany with
their eyes.

Long story short, the star and the
Scriptures, God’s Word, led them to
Jesus. Jesus is the Epiphany. And
the Epiphany about Jesus is that He
is God in the flesh for all people,
even the Magi — even for you and
me. So yes, if you believe this, and I
would say you do if you are reading
this, then you have had an
Epiphany. God has Epiphanied you
in your baptism by giving you Jesus
and the power of His Holy Spirit to
cause you to believe in Jesus. God
Epiphanies you every time you
come to worship because He gives
you Jesus in His Word and
Sacraments.
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So now what? What are you going
to do with this Epiphany? Well,
what did the Magi do? They were
warned in a dream — they were
Epiphanied to stay away from King
Herod. You and I are Epiphanied
likewise to stay away from the
darkness and evil of our lives. Stay
away from lifestyles and behaviors
that do not bring Glory to God, to
Jesus our Light and Life. Stay away
from being agents of gossip and
strife, laziness and greed, lust and
inappropriate behaviors.

But what did the Magi do? Well, we
don’t know the rest of their story.
But we do know that when they
finally found Jesus, the ultimate
Epiphany, they bowed down and
worshipped Him and they brought
Him gifts fit for a king and a God.
Gold, Frankincense, and Myzrrh.
And then they left and told others 1
am sure. And God blessed their
telling by Epiphanying others with
the truth about Jesus.

So what should we do? Well, if we
actually have been Epiphanied and
actually believe that Jesus is our
God and King who died for us and
rose for us and who is actually living
then I guess we too should bow and
worship Him — as He commanded
us — “where two or more are
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gathered in My Name, I am there.”
“Take and Eat...Take and Drink...
Do this often...” “Go and make
disciples of all nations baptizing...”

And what do we bring? Gifts fit for
this God and King? Maybe gifts you
weren't expecting to bring? Our
sins? Lay them at the cross. He died
for them. Our fears? Lay them at
the cross. He died for them. Our
worries and anxieties? Cast them all
upon Him for He cares for you.
And when we are Epiphanied that
Jesus has already taken all the
darkness from our lives and
replaced it with His Light and His
Life — well then, yes, bring your
tithes and offerings. And know that
He does not need any of it, but as
God and King, He will use your
gifts to bless others. And He will
use your telling of Jesus to bless
others. And when He blesses others
they will be Epiphanied.

A Most Blessed Epiphany to you all,
In Christ,

Pastor Mark
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Adult Bible Studies

Sunday Morning Bible Classes 9:15—10:00 a.m.
Bible Studies through February 15t

Adult Bible Studies beginning February 2204,

Adult Bible Study Journey Through Lent:
The Chosen, Season 5 Exploring the Appointed Scriptures

Starting in Lent on March 29t one of our
adult Bible studies will be discussing the
events of Jesus ministry through The
Chosen. This Bible study will meet in
room 224 and be led by Pastor James.

Join Pastor Mark in

the Sanctuary for a

meaningful Lenten

Bible study exploring

the Scripture readings

appointed for each

week of the season.

Discover why the

Church has returned to these passages year after year—
and how they shape our journey toward the cross. Come,
listen, and grow together in God’s Word.
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Tuesday Bible Study
for men and women

Matthew: The Kingdom of God is at Hand

Come and Follow Me

You may join us at any time of the year. Our studies have 3 facets:
homework to be completed at home as you are able, small group
discussion time and a teaching lecture. Men and women meet
separately, but complete the same lesson. Both morning and evening
classes follow the same schedule, so you may attend either one.

CLASS TIMES:
Women: Tuesday mornings 9:30-11:00 a.m. Room 224

Wednesday mornings on Zoom 9:00-9:45 a.m.

Men: Tuesday mornings 9:30-11:00 a.m. Lower Level
Women: Tuesday evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. Room 224

Register at: https://forms.gle/RiwhAzLxhXogVNU38, use the QR code above or contact Margaret
Hibbeler at: St_charles_hibbelers@yahoo.com

2/18
2/25
3/4

3/11
3/18
3/25
4/2

4/3

Ash Wednesday  John the Baptist
Midweek 1 Nathanael
Midweek 2 Thomas
Midweek 3 Matthew
Midweek 4 John

Midweek 5 James

Maundy Thursday Peter

Good Friday Philip

John 1:29-34
John 1:43-51
John 11:1-16
Matthew 9:9-13
Mark 10:35-45
Luke 9:51-56
John 13:1-17

John 14:1-14

This lLenten season we
will  be

on some of the

listening  in

conversations that the
disciples had with Jesus
and learning from them
what it is to follow Christ.

The Twelve spent
three years
walking with Jesus
and learning from
Him. Whether we
believe it or not, there
is a little bit of them
in all of wus.



https://forms.gle/RiwhAzLxhXogVNU38
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Our theme verse is: Psalm 62:6
“He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; | shall not be shaken.

We look forward to the return of our Guest Speaker, Donna Snow. Her passion is writing and teaching Bible
Studies. Donna has published seven Bible Studies through Concordia Publishing House, and five video-based
Bible studies through LWML. Her newest Bible Study on the Book of Joshua was released in April 2025 and

won the AWSA Christian Market Bible Study Book of the Year.

Breakout sessions include: Fitness for Healthy Living, Bible Study on Joshua, Demystifying Grief, Relaxed
Scenic Painting, Music and Reflection, Workout-Refresh & Renew, Life After..., and Following Jesus’
Footsteps in the Holy Land.

Cost is $25 for Friday & Saturday; $5 for Friday ONLY; $20 for Saturday ONLY.
Registration runs Sunday, February 1 thru Sunday February 22. You can register in the Coffee Shop on

Sunday mornings, Online at ChapeloftheCrossLutheran.org, Scan the QR code above, or Contact
GirlfriendGathering(@gmail.com with any questions.



Friday, February 13, OWLS will gather
in the lower level for a bag lunch at
11:30.  Drinks and dessert will be
furnished, and games will follow. If
you are 60 years old or older, please
join us for fellowship and fun.
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New Adult Changing Table

We are grateful to
share that our facility
now includes an adult
changing station
located in the
bathroom in our
Family Room off the
Coffee Shop. This
space is designed to support individuals with
disabilities and those who care for them, offering
greater comfort, safety, and dignity. We give thanks
for this improvement and for the congregation’s
continued commitment to being a place of welcome
for all.

Open Gym and Mom’s Group

Open Gym is exactly what it sounds like. A
time for you to bring your kids up to
church for some free play. We set the
bounce houses up in the gym and then
parents have an opportunity to visit with
each other as our kids play. During Open
Gym from 9:30-10:30 the moms are able
to break out in a different room to talk
with each other about their kids and faith.
This year we will run Open Gym from 9-
1lam starting in November and going
through March. The Open Gym Saturdays
left in this year are 2/14, and 3/14.
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Warming Shelter 2026

Chapel is joining with other churches in our community to offer a warm and
safe place for our homeless neighbors to stay on winter nights when the
temperature outside is forecasted to drop below 20 degrees. Chapel is
responsible for three weeks this winter. January 11-17, January 25-31 and
February 22-28. At the time this article was written we hosted our first week.

We were activated three nights and served 24 guests.

During these weeks please be sure to pray for all of those who are involved in
this critical and life-saving ministry. Also consider prayerfully joining in the
effort. We especially could use people to help on our overnight shifts. These

shifts last 4 hours so no one loses an entire night’s sleep. In return for a little of your sleep you can help and
make a huge difference in someone’s life. If you would like to assist in any way please contact Jennie Bain at

636-288-3373
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IS ANYONE IN THE MOOD

TO MAKE SOUP?
What is “Soup’s On’’?
Women Rooted in Christ sets aside
half a day each year to prepare
homemade soup which we box and
label. This year we had a surplus of
food so we are having a Second
Round of soup making on a Saturday to
allow those who work during the
week a chance to join us.

The soup is placed in the church freezer and the pastors
and church staff have it at their disposal to deliver to
families who need a warm bowl of goodness. We also
designate two pots of soup for the warming shelter to use
when they are on call and this winter, they have really
needed it.

We will be meeting at the church kitchen on the morning
of Saturday, February 7, from 9 am -12 pm to make soup.
Jobs include dishwashing, measuring, labeling, chopping
vegetables and boxing soup. We would love to have you
join us. The more help, the quicker the job! Please sign
up on the table in the Coffee Shoppe to let us know you

are coming.

Questions?
Call or Text Kim Harnagel 314-749-9568

Our monthly E-Service is held in
room 224 on the second Sunday of
each month. This service is
designed for adults and children
with special needs. The service is
usually followed by a small
luncheon. If you know a family that
would be blessed by this experience,
please invite them to come and
experience this amazing fellowship.
If you have questions about this
service, please contact one of the

pastors.
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February Mtg.

Thursday, February
19, 2026 - Bring your
brown bag lunch at
Noon in Room 114.

The activity will be
making cards for the
\ homebound!

J

UPCOMING
MEETINGS

-

Feb 27
Snacks for GG.

questions.

N

Chapel Circle is invited to help with
desserts/snacks on Friday evening
for the Girl Friend Gathering at
Chapel. Please contact Megan

/ March Mtg. \

Thursday, March19,
2026 - Bring your
brown bag lunch at
Noon in
Room 114.

Our speaker is
Amanda Schmidt
speaking on

Niemeyer at 636-487-6721 with any

o

/Chapel Circle ladies donated \

dozens of cookies to be sold at
our annual Christmas sale in
December! Thank you everyone
for helping with this event! We
sold over 80 pounds of cookies!
Some of the funds will be sent
to LWML to support global
mission grants.

@rkinson’s Disease)

SN

/I'he annual Christmas Potluck
and gift exchange was
December 18th. The ladies in
attendance brought a salad to
share! The delicious desserts
and drinks were provided by our
hostesses, Barb Tebeau and
Judy Wiegand. Thank you Barb
and Judy for a job well done!
Everyone joined in for plenty of
fellowship and a fun time playing
Christmas bingo!

/

-~

Eveglasses Ministry
Collection box
located in the

Eyeglasses and
sunglasses are

needed

coatroom in Narthex.

Missions

Stamp Ministry
LWML continues
collecting cancelled
stamps. They are
collecting all kinds of
stamps, even those
marked Forever
stamps. Please leave
at least 1/2” border
around the stamp.
There is a bin in the
coat room off of the
Narthex marked
STAMPS.

<

Wacky Tackers
Volunteers meet the
2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the
month in the lower
level.

/
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LWML Mission Statement

As Lutheran Women In Mission, we joyfully proclaim

Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God

by serving others.

LWML Chapel Circle meet monthly for spiritual growth, fellowship, discuss mission work and special projects.

All ladies are invited to join us!

If you are not able to attend each month, you are welcome to come when able.

You don’t need to be a member to attend... ALL are welcome! Don’t forget your mites!

LWML Mission Statement

As Lutheran Women in Mission,
we joyfully proclaim Christ,
support missions, and equip women
to honor God by serving others.

LWML Chapel Circle meets monthly
for spiritual growth, fellowship,
and to discuss mission work
and special projects.

All ladies are warmly invited to join us!
If you’re unable to attend every month,
you’re always welcome to come
whenever you can.

You do not need to be a member to
attend—all are welcome!

Don’t forget your mites!

Closing Thought - Psalm 23: Line by Line Meaning
The LORD is my shepherd = RELATIONSHIP
I shall not want = SUPPLY
He makes me lie down in green pastures = REST
He leads me beside quiet waters = REFRESHMENT
He restores my soul = HEALING
He guides me in the paths of righteousness = GUIDANCE
For His name’s sake = PURPOSE
Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death = TESTING
I will fear no evil = PROTECTION
For You are with me - FAITHFULNESS
Your rod and Your staff they comfort me = DISCIPLINE
You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies = HOPE
You anoint my head with oil - CONSECRATION
My cup overflows = ABUNDANCE
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the
days of my life = BLESSING
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Ebenezer Lutheran Church Update

The Epiphany of Our Lord divine service on Sunday, January 5, 2026 was a blessed worship
service and fellowship opportunity for 40 individuals including 9 immigrant visitors from the
countries of Liberia and Nigeria. Presiding Pastor Clifford Bischoff assisted Pastor Dixon
Gbeanquoi with leading the service while vicar Jamie Dennis was the Lector. The head of River
Roads Lutheran School Dr. Yvonne Mackey-Boyd also attended worship service and invited some

of the immigrant families to visit the school to see if there was interest in enrolling some of the
children.

The theme of the service was inspired by a passage from 1 Samuel
7:12 “The Lord has helped us.” Pastor Gbeanquoi emphasized how
Jesus was the “light in this wicked and darkened world we live in
today”. He spoke with great conviction and passion, the flock was
indeed fed. His sermon was very well received.

Pastor Bischoff announced during the “Minister’s minute” that we

would have lunch immediately following the worship service and 38

out of the 40 individuals attended! Baked and fried chicken,

macaroni & cheese, coleslaw, with dessert was served. The event
lasted around an hour and a half and it was a joyous occasion. Kendall Dennis, Ebenezer’s
unofficial “junior ambassador” frolicked and played with the visiting children while the adults
conversed. Vicar Dennis’ wife Sandra and mother-in-law Valerie Satchell graciously served the
meal. There was just enough food for everyone and nothing was leftover which made clean up a
cinch job for elder Samuel Campbell and Juwuan Dennis!

This was a small and intimate gathering which was truly a success that as the theme suggested,
“The Lord has helped us.” All left this fellowship with high spirits and looked forward to visiting
us again. This was a great way to bring in the new year!

Happy blessed 2026 brothers and sisters
in Christ!
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February

Mary Beth Granger, 02-01 August Lansche, 02-11 Diane Broste, 02-20
Carson Stroup, 02-01 Debra Rodriguez, 02-11 Stephanie Linde, 02-20
Rich Pichl, 02-01 Caileigh Wegener, ~ 02-11 Austin Post, 02-20
Jimi Matson, 02-02 Katy Goltz, 02-11 Jennifer Ratliff, 02-20
Kiristen Stafford, 02-02 Sherry Buddemeyer, 02-12 Bob Keubler, 02-20
Everett Weidner, 02-02 Amanzhol Kashenov, 02-12 Phil Clayton, 02-21
Bob Wold, 02-03 Eunice Aubuchon,  02-12 Maisie MO“OW’ 02-22
Julie Harms, 02-03 Eliot Hummer, 02-12 Dorothy Robinson,  02-22
Brandon Schwarzen, 02-03 Clarice Sage, 02-13 Doris Dowdall, 02-22
Abbey Kister, 02-04 Beth Standiford, 02-13 Grant Veit, 02-22
Suzie Mathis, 02-04 Eric Nold, 02-13 James Hearty, 02-22
Linda Umbertino, 02-04 Sara Miller, 02-14 Holly Stansberty, 02-23
Lillian Henry, 02-04 Katey Higgins, 02-14 Kristi Poock, 02-23
Sharon Hudzinski,  02-05 Maryclaire Mason, 02-15 De.bble Haferkamp, ~ 02-24
Kevin Sayers, 02-05 Jason Motrow, 02-15 Keith Land.ers, 02-24
Brian Thomas, 02-05 Stephanie Seifert,  02-15 Matthew Middendorf, 02-25
Emma Bast, 02-06 Beverly Cossey, 02-16 Tamﬂ%y Hempen, 02-25
Christina Hummer,  02-06 Tracey Sherman, 02-16 Cynthia Harris, 02-25
Erin Schlottach, 02-07 Wesley Harms, 02-16 Ban Spangegberg, 02-25
Dale Obermoeller,  02-07 Greg Walgate, 02-17 Phil Wunderlich, 02-25
Ed Leppert, 02-08 David Buenger, 02-18 Janet Minasian, 02-26
Chris Bridges, 02-08 Margaret Schulz, 02-18 Mark Llnneman, 02-26
Nolan Day, 02-08 Cynthia Lawrence,  02-18 Hannah Maier, 02-26
Justin Ohmie, 02-08 Mel Jones, 02-18 Charles Stansberry, ~ 02-27
Nicole Grate, 02-09 Cindy Connoley, 02-18 Wes Young, 02-27
Pat Cranmer, 02-09 Jordan Lane, 02-19 Pat Middendorf, 02-27
Beau Herman, 02-09 Maeve Pircher, 02-19 Alex Mick, 02-27
Andrea Welty, 02-09 Caitlyn Wegener, 02-19 Marilyn Collins, 02-28
Tim Scheer, 02-10 Lance Mueller, 02-19

Jamie and Sandra Dennis, 02-04 Cornel and Margo Savala, 02-16

Jim and Rita Hermann, 02-04 Paul and Beth Standiford, 02-17

Marty and Sherry Wittmus, 02-11 Sharon and Steve Hudzinski, 02-21

Mel and Steven Jones, 02-14 Carolyn and Kwan Thai, 02-26

Terry and Connie Johnson, 02-14 Stephanie and Steve Linde, 02-27

Paul and Debbie Stromberg, 02-16



Roger Dunajcik,
Maximos Hasson,
Kevin Schleicher,
Sandra Sellini,

Chris Obernuefemann,

Jon Allmon,
Jeffrey Roach,
Kathy Dent,
Caitlin Middendorf,
Sophia Tepen,
Kendra Whittle,
Jason Ratliff,
Sharon Thomas,
Maxine Dierkes,
Al Clark,

Greg Aubuchon,
Mike Fujinaka,
Ron Hoormann,
Bob Cason,
Jacquie VanGilder,
Emmanuel Clausing,
Brielle Stansberry,
Kyle Krull,

Nancy Applegate,
Debbie Finder,
Kim Jones,
Melissa Kroehnke,
Owen Hasson,
Abigail Ratliff,
Brian Todd,
Theodore Boswell,

03-01
03-01
03-01
03-02
03-02
03-02
03-02
03-02
03-03
03-03
03-03
03-03
03-03
03-03
03-04
03-04
03-04
03-04
03-05
03-06
03-06
03-06
03-07
03-07
03-07
03-08
03-08
03-08
03-08
03-09
03-09

Kevin and Diane Harms,
Brian and Jill Rensing,

Jay and Darla Hollowood,
Austin and Stephanie Seifert,
Jerry and Lori Bravi,

Brian and Mackenzie Thomas,
Amy and John Brake,

John and Joyce Hume,

Don and Kathy Randolph,
Bill and Peggy Clemens,

Joe and Patty Ostermeyer,

03-03
03-04
03-06
03-07
03-08
03-13
03-14
03-14
03-17
03-17
03-18

March

Kevin Tschannen, 03-09
Lindsay Neu, 03-10
Frieda Clark, 03-11
Lydia Hoffman, 03-11
Daniel Moellering, 03-11
Anita Frank, 03-12
DeeDee Brommelhorst, 03-12
Patty Ostermeyer, 03-12
Tyler Sage, 03-13
Lindsay Frank, 03-13
Beck McDade, 03-13
Phyllis Schierbecker,  03-13
Jayson Sayers, 03-14
Pauline Kibler, 03-14
Bradley Harms, 03-14
Dan Heidelmeyer, 03-15
Sandi Matson, 03-15
Lisa Keubler, 03-15
Heather DuFour, 03-15
Pat Hoormann, 03-15
Jetf Cowan, 03-16
Thomas Clayton, 03-16
Estella Bennett, 03-16
Jaiden Gittemeier, 03-17
Analiesa Hollowood, 03-17
Jim Holm, 03-17
Jennifer Book, 03-17
Josh Smith, 03-17
Greg Stansberry, 03-18
Alexis Floyd, 03-18
Mark Kamphoefner,  03-18

Myles Markus,
Carol Sayers,
Kristin Mueller,
Devin Bommatrito,
Kim Forney,

Amy Spiess,

Nora Frank,
Melanie Kozel,
Art Baranovic,
Barry Fehl,

Kim Woodworth,
Leon Heitgerd,
Carolyn Miller,
Gwen Leadbettet,
Sarah King,
Dennis Bardle,
William Doctorman,
Warren Evans,
Lauren Kemper,
Debbie Stromberg,
Evan Brown,

Tim Bratton,
Andtrew Riedemann,
Carolyn Fitch,

Cris D'Angelo,
Emma Day,
Donovan Leiker,
Michelle Brinkmeier,
Shawn Urban,
Gary Henricks,
Sandy Dunajcik,

Mike and Nicole Laskowsky,
Samantha and Billy Wilson,
Mike and Ruth Conant,
Wryatt and Kristen Gross,
Roy and Carole Schoenholtz,
Hunter and Amanda Lansche,
Ryan and Megan Kemper,
Brian and Karen Stricklett,
John and Kim Harnagel,
George and Mary Marcher,
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03-18
03-19
03-19
03-19
03-21
03-21
03-21
03-22
03-22
03-23
03-24
03-24
03-24
03-24
03-24
03-24
03-25
03-25
03-25
03-26
03-27
03-27
03-27
03-28
03-28
03-28
03-29
03-29
03-30
03-30
03-31

03-19
03-21
03-23
03-25
03-28
03-28
03-30
03-30
03-31
03-31



pajsanbay
90IAIBS SSalppy

$884'8C69¢9 14 L
ODHYO'NVHIHLNTSSOYOAHLAO TddVHDO0EdD1440 " TIVINA

9/¢¢9 OIN 'SHdLdd LS 'a¥ NNVWIIDONN[ L06

O ‘LIS 18 SSOYD AHL 40 TAddVHD

divd
m_o<.._.won_ SN OYONYIIHLNISSOMDAHLAOTIdVHD “+”
Od0 JIA AHL NO SN LISIA J

11404d-NON

=




