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Dear Chapel of the Cross Family, 
 

Thank you for receiving me as 

your vicar and for welcoming 

Rachel and me into your church 

family. These first two months of 

vicarage have already been filled 

with opportunities to experience 

the many joys of pastoral 

ministry. I've had the privilege of 

preaching God's Word, teaching 

Bible studies, teaching Sunday 

school, visiting members in 

hospitals and shut-ins, leading 

funerals, helping with Vacation 

Bible School, and sharing in 

countless conversations before 

and after worship. Every visit, 

every class, every service, and 

every conversation has reminded 

me why God called me into this 

vocation.  
 

It has been a joy to serve Christ 

and serve you, and I look 

forward to continuing to learn, 

serve, and simply do life 

alongside you all. Every church 

has its own story, traditions, and 

personality. What has stood out 

most isn't simply the programs or 

the activities; it's the people. I've 

experienced kindness, 

encouragement, generosity, and a 

genuine love for Christ and for 

one another. 
 

Paul wrote those words to a 

congregation that had partnered 

with him in the gospel from the 

very first day he met them. Like 

Paul, I find myself thanking God 

whenever I think about this 

congregation. 
 

One of the beautiful things in 

Paul's words is that our 

confidence is never found in 

ourselves but in Christ. Ministry 

can sometimes make us think 

that everything depends on our 

plans, our abilities, or our efforts. 

Yet Paul reminds us that God is 

the One who begins His 

work, God is the One who 

continues His work, and God is 

the One who brings His work to 

completion. The Lord is faithful, 

and He continues to work 

through His Word, shaping and 

strengthening His people day by 

day. What a comfort it is to 

know that our hope rests not in 

ourselves but in Jesus Christ, 

who never abandons the work of 

His hands. 
 

When I look back at my own life, 

I can see how faithfully God has 

been at work, often through the 

people He has placed around me. 

As we begin this year together, I 

thought I would share a little 

about myself and my family. I 

have lived in the St. Louis area 

my entire life, growing up in 

North County, which naturally 

made me a die-hard Cardinals 

fan. I am an only child and was 

raised by my mom and my 

grandma, whose faithful witness 

played an enormous role in my 
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“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all, making my prayer with joy, 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

Philippians 1:3-6 

Continued on page 6 
Rachel and Vicar Alex Uttley 
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Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church  

907 Jungermann Road  

St.Peters, MO 63376  

Office: 636-928-5885  

office@chapelstpeters.org  

website: ChapelStPeters.org   

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-3:00pm  

Rev. Dr. Mark Hoehner 

636-577-4144 

mark.hoehner@chapelstpeters.org 
 

 

Josh Eckstein, DCE 

706-469-7931 

josh.eckstein@chapelstpeters.org 
 

 

Erin Hoehner, Preschool Director 

636-541-0777 

erin.hoehner@chapelstpeters.org 

Rev. James Uglum 

636-577-7539 

james.uglum@chapelstpeters.org 
 

 

Rachel Weinhold, Ministry Coordinator 

816-262-6435 

rachel.weinhold@chapelstpeters.org 
 

 

Beverly Piehl, Office Manager 

636-387-3757 

bev.piehl@chapelstpeters.org 

Austin Seifert, Business Manager 

314-720-1685 

austin.seifert@chapelstpeters.org 
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Adult Bible Studies 
Sunday Morning Bible Classes 9:15—10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Adult Bible Studies Beginning August 23 

The Quiet Ambition 
 

Do you ever wonder whether your life really matters? 

In a world that tells us to make a name for ourselves, 

accomplish more and make a difference, it is easy to 

become restless and stressed or to simply give up. But 

Scripture offers a surprising antidote to our restless 

lives: “Make it your ambition to live quietly”  

(1 Thessalonians 4:11) 

Based on Ryan Tinetti’s book “The Quiet Ambition”, 

we will explore how our lives matter deeply in God’s 

kingdom. We will consider what it means to live 

quietly, tend our own business, work with our hands 

and walk gracefully toward our neighbors. Discover 

how the ordinary, faithful lives we live are significant 

in God’s hands. In the Lord, your labor is not in vain! 
 

This study will be led by Vicar Alex in Room 224 

Art and the Bible 
 

Join Pastor Mark as he looks at famous, or 

maybe not so famous, works of art that depict 

Biblical passages and/or Biblical messages. As 

we look at both art and God’s Words, we will 

see how the two can impact one’s perspective 

of God, the World and strengthen one’s faith 

in Jesus as the true Savior of the World. 

 

This study will be led by Pastor Mark in the 

Sanctuary. 

“Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi: 

Restoring the Broken” 
 

Our 2026-2027 Tuesday Bible Study begins 
on September 8th. 

 

Explore the inspiring stories of Ezra and 
Nehemiah in a friendly and relaxed 
environment. This study is for everyone, 
whether you are new to the Bible or have 
been studying for years. Together, we will 
uncover the themes of hope, restoration 
and community as we read through these 
books. 

 

Our studies have three facets: Homework 
to be completed as you are able, small 
group discussion time and a teaching 
lecture. 

 

Come and see how these ancient texts can 
speak to our lives today. We look forward 

to sharing this journey with you! Registration will 
begin soon. 

 

For  more information, please contact Margaret 
Hibbeler: st_charles_hibbelers@yahoo.com 

 

Class Times:  

Ladies meet Tuesday mornings 9:30-11:00 a.m. in 
Room 224 
 

Men meet Tuesday mornings 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the 
lower level. 
 

Ladies meet Tuesday evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. in 
Room 224 
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Save the Date  

For these Adult Bible Studies Beginning October 4th 

How to Know a Person 
 

In his bestselling book How to Know a Person, David Brooks 
explores one of the greatest needs of our time: learning how to 
truly see, understand, and care for another human being. While 
the book isn't written as a Christian study, it raises questions 
that Scripture has been answering all along. What does it mean 
to love our neighbor? How do we become better listeners? 
What keeps us from truly seeing the people God places in our 
lives? And how does the love of Christ transform the way we 
relate to others? 

In this Bible study, we'll use Brooks' insights as a conversation 
starter while grounding our discussions in God's Word. 
Together, we'll explore what the Bible teaches about empathy, 
compassion, forgiveness, humility, hospitality, and genuine 
relationships. Most importantly, we'll discover that before we 
are called to know others, we are first fully known and deeply 
loved by God through Jesus Christ. 

Join Pastor James in Room 224 for this informative study. 

The Now But Not Yet Tension 

Of  Being a Christian in a Fallen World 
 

Have you ever found yourself in awe of the 

beauty of creation and then catch yourself so 

frustrated with the tragic condition of 

humanity? Do you ever catch yourself 

dreaming of a place with no more war or 

fighting or stress, and then find yourself 

restless not being able to fall asleep because 

of a torn relationship or worry over a loved 

one’s health condition?  

 

Join Pastor Mark in the Sanctuary as we 

discuss many of our already true but not 

fully realized promises we have in Jesus 

Christ. 

Adult Bible Studies 
Sunday Morning Bible Classes 9:15—10:00 a.m. 

Sabbatical Recap 

Thank you Chapel for the Sabbatical that you 
gave me this summer. The goal of a Sabbatical is 
to take some dedicated time away from the day to 
day “work” of ministry so that the person is able 
to come back refreshed and renewed. I can 
definitely say this was accomplished.  

At the beginning of my Sabbatical I traveled to 
Nepal and spent three weeks hiking in the 
Himalayas. The goal was to reach Everest Base 
Camp, which I did. This was the sort of trip that 

would only be possible on 
a Sabbatical like this due to 
the time commitment. It 
was definitely a once in a 
lifetime experience. I’ve 
p o s t e d  p h o t o s  o n 
Facebook, but I ’ve 
included some along with 
this article as well. After 

the trip ended, I was back in town for the month 
of June and spent my time hanging out with my 
family and completing projects around the house. 
The biggest project was our deck rebuild.  

With this experience behind, me I’ll be presenting 
on Sabbaticals at the Fall Church Workers 
Conference. The goal is to share how Chapel put 
together the Sabbatical Policy that we have and to 
discuss how other churches can work towards 
implementing something like this for their own 
pastors and church workers.  

Chapel continues to be a 
wonderful example of what the 
Body of Christ is meant to 
look like here on Earth. It is a 
privilege to be counted as one 
of your pastors! 

Pastor James 
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We hope you find our new website more intuitive and easier to use. 

 

If  you haven’t, please check it out at ChapelStPeters.org.  

Reminder: All of  the staff  emails addresses have changed as well so be sure to update your 
contacts! Those new emails can be found on page 3 of  the E-News and our weekly What’s 
Happening bulletin insert. 

 

faith. My family has worshiped at Chapel of the 

Cross Lutheran Church in St. Louis County for 

several generations, and it was there that the Lord 

first planted the desire in my heart to become a 

pastor. During high school, my pastor and many 

members of my home congregation encouraged 

me to consider ministry, and attending events at 

Concordia Seminary helped confirm that this was 

where God was leading me. After graduating 

from Lutheran High School North in 2021, I 

attended Concordia University Wisconsin, where 

I majored in Elementary Education and minored 

in Theological Languages in preparation for 

seminary. While there, I met my wonderful wife, 

Rachel. We were married in June 2025. Rachel is 

from Naples, FL, where her family still lives now 

and where her dad is a pastor. We are thankful to 

remain here in St. Louis while she continues her 

studies in the deaconess program at Concordia 

Seminary. 
 

Rachel and I are genuinely excited for the year 

ahead. We look forward to getting to know many 

more of you, hearing your stories, celebrating life's 

joys, and walking together through life's hardships. 

Most of all, we are excited to keep sharing the hope 

of Jesus in many and various ways as we gather 

around His gifts and promises. 
 

Please know that we are praying for all of you. We 

thank God for the faithful ministry of Chapel of 

the Cross and ask that He would continue to 

strengthen this congregation as a place where His 

Gospel is boldly proclaimed and His people are 

lovingly cared for. I also ask for your prayers as I 

continue to grow throughout this vicarage year. 

May the Lord bless our time together, deepen our 

faith in Christ, and continue the good work He has 

begun in each one of us. 
 

In Christ, 

Vicar Alex Uttley 

Continued from cover page - Vicar Alex Letter 
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This year, the weather impacted our events. We had to cancel one and move others indoors 

but we still enjoyed the time we were able to get together. See photos below. 

Remember we still have the Fun Run on August 5th 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at Lutheran High 

School Track and First Responders on August 19th 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at CotC. 

On June 6th, we joined together in the 

gym for the Barber Shop Quartet and 

enjoyed some Strawberry Shortcake. 

On July 1st, we celebrated our nation’s 

250th birthday with the melodic tunes 

of  Uke66 and enjoyed fruit kabobs.  
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On July 15th, we gathered outside. We enjoyed the sunshine 

and fellowship during our “Olé, Olé” themed night. 

We enjoyed “walking tacos” as our special treat.  Who knew 

you could dress up a bag of  chips with taco fixings? 
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September 26, 2026 
LWML Fall Rally 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, St Charles 
You are invited to the LWML Fall Rally.  

To be held in their  
Fellowship Hall Lower Level. 

RSVP to: Debbie Hendricks by Friday, 
Sept. 10th 

dhenddricks@ilsc.org or 636.248.8205 
 

Save the Date! 
July 8-11, 2027 

LWML (Nat’l) Biennial Convention, 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Women’s Shelter 
As everyone travels this summer, 

please remember Chapel Circle 

collects the travel size toothpaste, 

soaps, lotions, shampoos and 

conditioners for the Women’s Shelter 

kits assembled in January. Other 

items needed for the kits are 

toothbrushes, combs/brushes, 

washcloths and hand towels. Items 

may be placed in the bin marked 

“Women’s Shelter” located in the coat 

room off the Narthex. 

October 
 

Save the Date! 
Tour of The Sparrow’s 
Nest in O’Fallon, MO 

on October 15th.  
We look forward to 

touring their facility and 
hearing all about what 
they are doing for New 

Mom’s in our 
community.  

Eyeglasses Ministry  
Collection box 
located in the 

coatroom in Narthex. 
Eyeglasses and 
sunglasses are 

needed 

Wacky Tackers  
Volunteers meet the 

2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the 
month in the lower 

level. 

Stamp Ministry  
LWML continues 

collecting cancelled 
stamps. They are 

collecting all kinds of 
stamps, even those 

marked Forever 
stamps. Please leave 
at least 1/2” border 
around the stamp. 

There is a bin in the 
coat room off of the 

Narthex marked 
STAMPS. 

Missions  

Sept. Mtg. 
 

Join us in Room 224 
on Thurs. Sept. 17th 

at noon. Lunch is 
provided by the 

board. Devotion by 
Pat Henson.  

We will discuss our 
activities for  

2026-2027 year. 

UPCOMING 

MEETINGS 
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LWML Mission Statement 
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions, and equip women  

to honor God by serving others. 
 

LWML Chapel Circle meets monthly  

for spiritual growth, fellowship,  

and to discuss mission work  

and special projects.  
 

All ladies are warmly invited to join us!  

If you’re unable to attend every month,  

you’re always welcome to come  

whenever you can.  

You do not need to be a member to  

attend—all are welcome! 
 

Don’t forget your mites! 

Closing Thought 

 
 

LWML Vision Statement 

The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where 

each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique 

God-Given gifts as she supports global missions and serves 

the Lord with gladness. 

The Mite Box 

Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s 
mite (Luke 21: 1-4) the Mite Box is intended 
for regular contributions of “mites” - 
offerings above and beyond the support given 
to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box 
contributions amount to millions of dollars 
that fund district and national mission grants. 
Mite Boxes are distributed to every women in 
a society and often to each member of the 
congregation. Throughout the decades, 
Lutheran women 
have stepped out 
in faith, setting 
goals and 
trusting God to 
move the hearts 
of His people to 
give generously 
to LWML to 
proclaim the 
Gospel. 

June 

Luncheon for Littles was a fundraiser for Sparrows Nest 

who help young families with babies. We sponsored a table.  

Annual Lunch Out. We 

had a great time at JJ’s 

Restaurant in O’Fallon. 

We enjoyed our lunch 

and time together with 

our Christian sisters in 

fellowship and fun. 

July/August 

LWML Chapel Circle does not meet in July/August. 

Don’t forget to continue to save your mites for missions! 

God’s work continues! There is a large mite box under the 

television in the Narthex where you may place your mites.  

Have an enjoyable and safe summer! 
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Retiree Group - OWLS 

Our retiree group at 

Chapel is called OWLs 

( O l d e r  W i s e r 

Lutherans).  

 

They meet the 2nd Friday of each 

month at 11:30am. Typically they are 

downstairs in the gym for lunch (its 

bring your own) and fellowship, but 

they also take trips together.  

 

For more information contact Pastor 

James or Dorothy Marsh. 

Thank You 

Dear Chapel of the Cross 

Thanks to the continued support of members of Chapel, I 

have just graduated from Concordia University, Nebraska 

with a degree in Elementary Education. I have also received 

an endorsement in ESL and a Lutheran Teacher Diploma. 

Thank you for your support these past four years through 

your prayers, cards, care packages and scholarships! 

This last semester I had great experiences student teaching in 

4th and 5th grade classes, so I will be seeking a call at a 

Lutheran school in either of 

those grades in the coming year. 

Thanks again for everything! 

In Christ, 

Ernest Clausing 
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Hear the 
Good News 
of Jesus 
proclaimed 
b y  o u r 
p a s t o r a l 
staff from 
a n y w h e r e 

with our new sermon podcast! If 
you want to listen to our 
sermons mid-week or easily 
share sermons with a friend, this 
podcast is for you. Simply 
search “Chapel Lutheran 
Sermons” in your podcast app 
of choice or use the link below 
to access the podcast. Since this 
is a new endeavor, we would 
appreciate feedback if you 
experience any trouble accessing 
or listening to the podcast.  

Podcast Link: anchor.fm/

cotclutheran 

 

Our monthly E-Service is held in 

room 224 on the second Sunday of 

each month. This service is 

designed for adults and children 

with special needs. The service is 

usually followed by a small 

luncheon. If you know a family 

that would be blessed by this 

experience, please invite them to 

come and experience this amazing 

fellowship. If you have questions 

about this service, please contact 

one of the pastors. 

 
Are You a Thrivent Member? 
 

Did you know that even more 

Thrivent members  

have access to Choice Dollars? 
 

That means it is easier than 
ever to support organizations 
like ours in a meaningful way. 
When you direct Choice 
Dollars, you help fuel impact, 
strengthen our mission, and 
move our work forward. 
 

For each Choice Dollar 

directed, Thrivent provides $1 

in grant funding. Learn more 

by logging in or registering at: 

thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  
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Prayers 

Pray for our pastors and 
called workers. 

 
 
 

Pray for our Preschool as 
they start a new school year. 

 
 
 

Pray for missionaries 
 
 
 

Pray for our nation. 
 
 
 

Pray for caregivers. 
 
 
 

Pray for those in danger while 
sharing the Gospel. 

 
 
 

Pray for your enemy. 
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Executive Council 
President - Alex Brandt 

Vice President - Terry Eaker 
Secretary -  Sarah Eaker 

Head Financial Control - Kim Knouse 
Head Elder - Dan Heidelmeyer 

Head Trustee - John Middendorf 

Elders 
Bob Cason - sancobob@sbcglobal.net - 314-374-3388  

Matt Crutchfield - matthew.crutchfield@gmail.com - 636-875-3285  

Andy Dickerson - apdickerson24@gmail.com - 314-229-8094  

Wyatt Gross - wyattgrossgm@gmail.com - 636-459-5496  

Dan Heidelmeyer - dheidel@live.com - 314-623-0745  

Dan Kroehnke - dkroehnke@hotmail.com  

Michael Laskowsky - michael.laskowsky@gmail.com - 636-541-9181  

Wade McKee - wademckee@yahoo.com - 636-352-6259  

Dan Newsham - dapperdan71@hotmail.com - 636-373-2546  

Dave Riedemann - riedemann5@charter.net - 636-373-2034  

Carl Saubert - carl.saubert@gmail.com - 636-328-6640 

Doug Seifert - seifert53@aol.com -314-402-9884  

Dan Wiederkehr - dpwiederkehr@gmail.com - 815-218-3605  

Bill Wright  - n8731g@bellsouth.net - 636-281-1014 
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Isaiah Smith,  08-01 
Josh Parker,  08-01 
Dan Kroehnke,  08-01 
Jordan Harms,  08-02 
Hannah Moellering,  08-02 
Donna Cowan,  08-02 
Cornel Savala,  08-03 
Bethany Lakies,  08-03 
Karl Sestak,  08-04 
Barb Sheeley,  08-04 
Joan Meier,  08-04 
Logan Hunt,  08-04 
Alex Brandt,  08-04 
Nicolas Savala,  08-04 
Will Failla, 08-04 
Michelle Budde,  08-05 
Darryl Stroup,  08-05 
Daniel Laskowsky,  08-06 
Pamela Myers,  08-06 
David Rawlings,  08-06 
Pat Schlough,  08-07 
Liz Wold,  08-07 
Brian Stricklett,  08-07 
Ashton Tubbs,  08-08 
Megan Eaker,  08-08 
Anne Lau,  08-09 
Erin Duncan,  08-09 
Michael Moellering,  08-10 
Christian Stroup,  08-10 
Lori Bravi,  08-10 

Bill and Joyce Todd,  08-01 
Kyle and Krisie Zumbehl,  08-02 
Charles and Christina Hummer,  08-03 
Fred Budd and Christy Schaefer,  08-03 
Jay and Carol Sayers,  08-04 
Andrew and April May,  08-05 
Warren and Mary Lou Evans,  08-06 
Bill and Debb McDonald,  08-07 
Doug and Joni White,  08-08 
Lynn and Danny Roam,  08-08 
Barry and Clarice Sage,  08-10 
Larry and Ellen Krull,  08-10 

Karen and Tom Davis,  08-19 
Bob and Liz Wold,  08-22 
Richard and Judy Zumbehl,  08-22 
Erin and Nick Severson,  08-23 
Connie and Alan Gaines,  08-25 
Butch and Sandy Schleicher,  08-27 
Art and Linda Baranovic,  08-28 
Dale and Gabriele Schwartz,  08-28 
Jason and Jennifer Ratliff,  08-29 
Dennis and Becky Heady,  08-30 

Robert and Sue Hoehner,  08-10 
Thomas and Kristine Vanek,  08-12 
Lisa and Joe Failla,  08-14 
Colleen and Roger Schulte,  08-14 
Don and Kathy Boettler,  08-14 
Ed and Sandra Shreve,  08-14 
Jim and Casey Vieth,  08-15 
Barry and Colleen Fehl,  08-15 
Jon and Anita Clausing,  08-16 
Janel and Perry Foerstel,  08-17 
Chuck and Judy Wiegand,  08-17 
Ray and Mary Beth Granger,  08-17 

Sarah Harms,  08-20 
Jon Clausing,  08-20 
Kathy Bloese,  08-20 
Felix Woodworth,  08-20 
Charlotte Sugar,  08-21 
Mia Niemeyer,  08-21 
Lauren Nettles,  08-21 
Eileen Clausing,  08-21 
Jean Bartha,  08-21 
Shelly Riedemann,  08-22 
Maecy Becker,  08-22 
Carol Miller,  08-22 
Alyssa Hunsucker,  08-23 
Beverly Hankins,  08-24 
Sally Frese,  08-25 
Lois Schmidt,  08-26 
Andy Rellmann,  08-26 
Debbie Burkhart,  08-28 
August Kroehnke,  08-28 
Sarah Post,  08-28 
Linda Pelley,  08-28 
Emma Jones,  08-29 
Sonny Richter,  08-29 
Larry Smith,  08-29 
Bryan Hulsey,  08-30 
Christopher Durell,  08-31 
Bob Scholz,  08-31 
Dave LaRussa,  08-31 

Michael Stark,  08-10 
Luke Weidner,  08-10 
Kent Hubbell,  08-11 
Amanda Mealer-Golden, 08-12 
Nathan King,  08-12 
Michael Kardasz,  08-12 
Christopher Fujinaka,  08-12 
Caleb May,  08-12 
Tammy Mann,  08-12 
Pat Holt,  08-12 
Timothy Cooper,  08-13 
Pat Wear,  08-13 
Olivia Hilke,  08-14 
Jan Meyer,  08-15 
Dakota Leadbetter,  08-16 
Sherri Goltz,  08-17 
Emily Knight,  08-17 
Anabel Lakies,  08-17 
Wallen Gittemeier,  08-18 
Nancy Seifert,  08-18 
Linda Williams,  08-18 
Lily Conant,  08-18 
Caleb Brown,  08-18 
Nico Eckstein,  08-18 
Adam Forney,  08-18 
Pat Golden,  08-19 
Judah Eckstein,  08-19 
Emily Podhorsky,  08-19 
Lindsay Markus,  08-19 
Sandra DeWitt,  08-20 
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Sasha Peimann,  09-01 
Aiden Boyd,  09-01 
Kathreen Rike,  09-01 
Vincent Leppert,  09-02 
Cooper Jarus,  09-03 
Julia Crutchfield-Keeven,  09-03 
Julie Stroup,  09-03 
Keith Lawrence,  09-04 
John Lomax,  09-04 
Gary Niebling,  09-04 
Bryan Butts,  09-04 
Brooke Higgins,  09-05 
Garrick Dixon,  09-06 
Jerry Bravi,  09-06 
Debbie Bromberg,  09-06 
Dawn Septeowski,  09-06 
Jacob Hudzinski,  09-07 
Mary Jane Obernuefemann, 09-07 
Jenny Duffy,  09-07 
Chloe Hilke,  09-07 
Audrey Crites,  09-08 
Joyce Nettles,  09-08 
Kathy Randolph,  09-08 
James Jones,  09-09 
William Hankins,  09-09 
Aaron Biggers,  09-09 
Carter Harris,  09-10 
Luke Wallace,  09-10 
Noah Wallace, 09-10 
Steven Hibbeler,  09-11 
Nicole Laskowsky,  09-11 
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